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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 8, 17, and 24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In regard to claim 8, the recitation "the handle" (line 2) should read -the 
handles--. 

In regard to claim 17, the recitation "the handle" (line 2) should read -the 
handles-. 

In regard to claim 24, the recitation "the handle" (line 2) should read -the 
handles-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Petri (US 

2,338,455) in view of Wandel (US 1,732,996) and Booth (US 2,706,508). 

In regard to claims 5-24, Petri teaches an apparatus comprising 

an outer housing shell (10); an inner housing shell (coaxial shell adjacent and interior to 

10; hereafter referred to as the inner shell) disposed within the outer housing shell (10) 

and coupled thereto to form an outer reservoir (interior to inner shell), wherein the inner 

and outer housing shells comprise a housing (together they form a housing), and 
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wherein the housing has an approximately circular cross-section (Fig. 1-4); a foam 
insulation layer (11) injected between the inner and outer shells; an inner core (16) 
residing within the inner shell to form an inner reservoir (interior of 16); a pair of handles 
(handles on 14) coupled to the outer shell to facilitate lifting of the double cooler 
apparatus (capable of so facilitating); a vent spout (26; column 2, lines 25-26) in fluid 
communication with the inner reservoir; a drain spout (29) in fluid communication with 
the inner reservoir; and a lid (12) for closing the housing, the lid having an outer seal 
(13) adjacent a periphery (periphery of lid or housing adjacent to the sealing member 
13) thereof to seal the outer reservoir and an inner seal (24) to seal the inner reservoir, 
wherein, when the lid (12) is fully engaged with the housing, both the inner and outer 
reservoirs are sealed by the inner and outer seals and the vent spout and drain spout 
are closed (as shown in Fig. 1), and wherein, when the lid (12) is lifted from full 
engagement, the vent spout (26) and drain spout (29) are revealed to permit draining 
the inner reservoir through the drain spout (29) and venting through the vent spout to 
facilitate the draining, without permitting fluid communication between the inner and 
outer reservoirs; and means for coupling the lid to the outer shell wherein the means for 
coupling the lid to the outer shell comprises a tie (wire on 14) coupling the lid (12) to the 
handles (14). 

Petri does not disclose a cup holder bracket coupled to the outer shell, or a first 
and second tap. However, it is old in the art to provide first and second taps to the outer 
and inner reservoirs as shown by Wandel (Fig. 1 -2) for the purpose of allowing the 
container to dispense fluid from the bottom of both reservoirs. Therefore, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
combine the cooler of Petri with the taps of Wandel for the purpose of dispensing fluid 
from the bottom of the inner and outer reservoirs so that fluids could be dispensed from 
the reservoirs while the cooler is upright. 

In addition, it is common in the art to supply such containers with cup holder 
brackets as taught by Booth (Fig. 1) for the purpose of providing conveniently 
accessible cups to a user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the combined cooler of 
Petri and Wandel with a cup holder bracket for the purpose of providing cups to a user. 

While the prior art cited does not explicitly state the size or capacity of the 
components, (i.e. the inner reservoir having a fluid capacity of approximately two 
gallons and the inner housing shell with the inner core in place having a fluid capacity of 
approximately five gallons), it should be noted that absent a showing in the specification 
that such limitations have specific criticality and provide unexpected results, they are 
regarded as obvious fluid capacity ranges as coolers are generally sold at a variety of 
sizes (say 1-10 gallons) and one of ordinary skill in the art would have been able to 
determine appropriate sizes for the reservoirs based on the target consumer and 
planned usage. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Pettitt whose telephone number is 571-272-0771 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8a-4p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on 571-272-4834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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